EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Subject:  Update on Cellular Antenna Proposal

· The Albemarle County Planning Commission approved the monopole tower proposed on the property of Scottsville Elementary School on June 21.  Proposed AT&T monopole towers were also approved for two locations on private property along Route 20 north of Scottsville Elementary.

· There are specific limits regarding human exposure to RF electromagnetic field which have been adopted by the FCC.  Those limits are based on standards set by the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements (NCRP), the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE), and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).  An FCC publication to advise local officials includes the following statements:  “The limits established in the guidelines are designed to protect the public health with a very large margin of safety. These limits have been endorsed by federal health and safety agencies such as the Environmental Protection Agency and the Food and Drug Administration.  The FCC’s rules have been upheld by a Federal Court of Appeals. As discussed below, most facilities create maximum exposures that are only a small fraction of the limits. Moreover, the limits themselves are many times below levels that are generally accepted as having the potential to cause adverse health effects.”
· On behalf of the World Health Organization (WHO) International Agency for Research on Cancer Monograph Working Group, “THE LANCET Oncology” Journal published a paper titled “Carcinogenicity of radiofrequency electromagnetic fields” on June 22.

· The Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) met on July 7 to discuss the WHO paper.  SHAC members noted that the paper classified RF-EMF as “possibly carcinogenic to humans.”  Other relevant quotes include:

· “…the general population receives the highest exposure from transmitters close to the body, such as handheld devices like mobile telephones.”

· “Typical exposures to the brain from rooftop or tower-mounted mobile-phone base stations…are several orders of magnitude lower than those for GSM handsets.”
· SHAC members understand our modern environment has countless sources of health risk, and health professionals are unlikely to declare a technology such as RF-EMF as 100% safe.  Given all the other sources of RF-EMF in today’s world (radio, television, pagers, cordless and cellular telephones, microwave ovens, and Wi-Fi), the addition of RF-EMF from monopole or roof-mounted cellular phone transmitters appears to be negligible.

· Division and County legal staff are negotiating terms of a proposed contract with AT&T.
